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What is the International Council of Women ? 
And other Questions, 


WITH ANSWERS BY ITS PRESIDENT. 


|. What is the International Council of Women? 


The International Council of Women is a 
federation of National Councils or Unions of 
women formed in various countries for the pro- 
motion of unity and mutual understanding between 
all associations of women working for the common 
welfare of the community. 


11. What fundamental principles form the bond 
of union between the organisations of 
which the International Council is com- 
posed ? 


The preamble to the Constitution indicates 
the main bond of union which unites the members 
of the International Council. It runs as follows :— 

“We, women of all Nations, sincerely believing that 
the best good of humanity will be advanced by 
greater unily of thought, sympathy, and purpose, 
and that an organised movement of women will 
best conserve the highest good of the family and 
of the State, do hereby band ourselves together in 
a confederation of workers, to further the appli- 
cation of the Golden Rule to soctety, custom, and 
law.” 

Tue GoLpEN RuLt.—Do unto others as ye 

would that they should do unio you. 
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lil. What are the Objects of the International 
Council? 


(1) To provide a means of communication 
between women’s organisations in all 
countries. 


(2) To provide opportunities for women to meet 
together from all parts of the world to con- 
fer upon questions relating to the welfare of 
the family and the commonwealth. 


Notc.—It must always be remembered that 
“this International Council is organised in the 
interest of no one propoganda, and hasno power over 
its nembers beyond that ofsuggestionandsympathy ; 
therefore, no National Council voting to become a 
member of the International Council shall thereby 
render itself liable to be interfered with in respect 
to its complete organic unity, independence, or 
methods of work, or shall be committed to any 
principle or method of any other Council, or to any 
utterance or act of this International Council, 
beyond compliance with the terms of this 
Constitution.” 


IV. How did the International Council 
originate ? 


Its formation is due to a company of earnest 
American women, who, after consultation with 
friends in England and France, decided to convene 
a representative assembly of delegates from as 
many countries as possible at Washington, in 
1888, to consider the possibility of organising 
International and National Councils of Women. 
It elected Mrs Fawcett as its first President, Miss 
Clara Barton of the Red Cross Society as its 
Vice-President, and Mrs Foster Avery as its 
Corresponding Secretary. 


On the same occasion the National Council of 


Women of the United States was formed, with 
Miss Frances Willard as its President. 
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V. What has been the subsequent history of the 


Vi. 


International Council ? 


For five ycars after its inception the Inter- 
national Council as such did not make any definite 
move forward. But in 1&3 the International 
Council accepted the invitation of the Women’s 
Branch of the World’s Congresses held in con- 
nection with the Chicago World’s ['air to hold its 
first quinquennial meeting in Chicago. Moreover, 
the National Council of Women of the United 
States made itself responsible for the entertainment 
of all duly accredited representatives from foreign 
countries during the session of the International 
Council in Chicago. It was calculated that women 
workers belonging to over thirty different nation- 
alities responded to this hospitable invitation, many 
of them being present in an official sense, and the 
result of this meeting of the International Council 
was that a large number of those present returned 
to their own countries pledged to form National 
Councils of Women in harmony with the Constitu- 
tion of the International Council, and which, in 
process of time, should form part of that body. 

The present officers were elected at this meet- 
ing, with the exception of Miss feresa F. Wilson, 
who, having already been brought in touch with 
many of the Councils, was appointed Correspond- 
ing Secretary in succession to Mrs Eva McLaren, 
who resigned on account of ill-health in January, 
1897. 

Two meetings ot the Exccutive Committee 
have since been held in London, the results of 
whose deliberations will be laid before the forth- 
coming Meeting of the International Council, 
which takes place in London at the end of June, 


1899. 


ln what Countries have National Councils 
been formed ? 

National Councils of Women have been 
formed in the United States, Canada, Germany, 
Sweden, Great Britain and Ireland, New Zealand, 
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New South Wales, and Italy. In several other 
countries the movement is taking shape—for 
instance, in France, Holland, Denmark, Belguim, 
inland, and Switzerland. 


Vil. How are the National Councils who form 
the International Council organised ? 


On the same basis as the International it- 
self—i.c., 


(a) To promote greater unity of thought, 
sympathy, and purpose, between women 
workers of all classes, parties, and creeds. 

(b) To further the application of the Golden 
Rule to society, custom, and law. 


It must be understood that National-Councils 
are confederations of Societies, not of individual 
workers. They are usually composed of Societies 
nationally organised or of national importance, 
and of Local Councils or Unions themselves 
composed in their turn of J_ocal Societies. 


VIIl. How are the Nationa! Councils repre- 
sented at the International Council ? 


They are each officially represented by their 
President and two delegates, and the J°xecutive is 
composed of the Presidents of each National 
Council, together with the elected officers of the 
International Council. 


IX. Can an individual join the International 
Council ? 
Yes— 

(a) By becoming a patron, if accepted by the 
Executive. (Both men and women may 
become patrons, but it involves the obliga- 
tion of contributing £20 to the funds once in 
five years.) 

(b) By special invitation of the Executive to 
become a “Counsellor,” which gives the 
privilege of attending the meetings of 
Executive, but without a vote. 


2) 


Every membex of every Society belonging toa 
federated National Council is a member of the 
International Council, and can attend and take 
part in its meetings, but only the three official 
representatives can vote. 


X. Has the International Council identified 


XI. 


itself specially with any one or more 
movements ? 


No, it is expressly forbidden to do so in its 
Constitution, which does not allow it to be formed 
in the interests of any one propoganda. This was 
especially guarded against by its originators, who, 
although all adherents of the Temperance and 
Women’s Suffrage movements, provided expressly: 
against either the International or the National 
Councils espousing either those or any other 
controversial questions. 


Can it be shown that the Internationa! 
Council of Women has been productive of 
any tangible good ? 


The results of its influence can at present be 
best traced through the results of the work of the 
National Councils, which it has been the means of 
forming. 

These can show good proof of having been 
instrumental in breaking down prejudice, and in 
promoting mutual understanding and charity 
between adherents of essentially different faiths, 
races, parties, and of providing a centre round 
which all who desire to labour for the good of 
humanity can unite for the common cause. 

In addition, they can claim that— 


(a) They have collected and spread correct 
information about women’s work, its needs 
and its opportunities. 

(b) They have prevented the overlapping and 
multiplication of organisations for kindred 
causes, 
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(c) They have given women workers the oppor- 
tunity of widening their knowledge and of 
increasing their faith and charity by inter- 
| change of views and personal touch with 
} other workers whom they would not other- 
wise meet. 


'(d) Through their united and representative 
| influence, local and national councils have 
been able to help local, municipal, and 
legislative bodies to effect much in the 
reform and administration of various laws 
bearing on women and children and on the 
home. 


The International Council hopes in its turn to 
do the same work on a larger scale, and to provide 
a common centre around which information about 
all that concerns women, their work, education, 
and opportunities in all parts of the worid may be 
gathered and tabulated ready for use; a centre, 
too, which will prove a rallying point for women 
who in all countries desire to live for others and 
leave the world better than they found it—a rally- 
ing point where they will learn to know and trust 
one another, to find strength and guidance and 
inspiration for united effort for those causes which 
appeal to all humanity, and at the same time an 
increased power through larger faith and more 
enlightened charity for the special mission which 
must ever have the first claim on the workers of 
each country and each race. 


Nore.—The Answers which bear on the Constitution 
and Rules of the International Council are based on the 
Constitution and Standing Orders which have been adopted 
by the Executive for the provisional use of the Council until 
the Council itself has the opportunity of finally considering 
and adopting such rules for its procedure, 


P 
Elected officers of the International Council :— 
President, 


Tue Countess OF ABERDEEN, Haddo House, 
Aberdeen, Scotland. 


Vice-President ut Large, 
Mrs May Wright SEWALL, 633 N. Pennsylvania St., 
Indianapolis, Ind, U.S.A. 


Treasurer, 
BARONESS ALEXANDRA GRIPENBERG, Helsingfors, 
Finland. 


Corresponding Sceretary, 
Miss Teresa I. Witson, 20 Motcomb Street, 
London, S.W. 


Recording Secretary, 
MaAvbAME Mania Marrin, 31 Rue Francoeur, Paris, 
Trance. 


